GC2 SUMMIT ON MASS INCARCERATION

A CALL TO FAITH IN ACTION
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LAMENTS AND AFFIRMATIONS

We lament that the invisibility of incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people has caused us to neglect
the incarcerated and their families.

We affirm that we are called to remember those who are in prison and Jesus identified himself with the
prisoner in the gospels (Hebrews 13:4; Matthew 25:34-45).

We lament the societal marginalization of formerly incarcerated people and ways in which the church
has been complicit in that marginalization.

We affirm that that kingdom gospel includes loving both God and neighbor which includes the
incarcerated, formerly incarcerated, and their families. (Luke 10:25-37).

We lament systemic failures in our justice system that discriminates against the poor and people of color.

We affirm our commitment to justice through exposing and opposing all that oppresses and exploits the
poor and people of color (Psalm 31:9; Isaiah 1:17; Amos 5:14).

We lament a legal system that includes retributive justice that lacks the rehabilitation and restoration
necessary to affirm the image of God in incarcerated and formerly incarcerated youth and adults.

We affirm that God is merciful, just, and who seeks to restore our relationship with Him and others (James
2:13; Galatians 6:7; Revelation 22:12; 2 Corinthians 5:18; Galatians 6:1).

We lament a society that perpetuates conditions that prepare people to become incarcerated.

We affirm a ministry of the local church that does not regard correctional ministry (compassionate care
and justice) as optional or exceptional (Luke 4:18-19; Psalm 33:5).

We lament that our faith has, at times, expressed a dichotomy between gospel and justice.

We affirm an openness to God and his Word that can always lead us to greater understanding and
faithfulness in our practice of Kingdom ministry. (2 Corinthians 5:16-20; Micah 6:8).
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